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As a rural resident of northwest Ohio, I am very concerned about the future of agriculture in our community, as family-sized farms are replaced by industrial scale agriculture.

The new farm bill should increase grants for farmers to pursue value added agricultural markets focusing on small, moderate size and beginning farmers. The best family farm opportunities are in value added agriculture—that is, new high-value markets for special products such as organic crops and natural livestock, not in animal factories that foul the air, pollute the groundwater and tear the community fabric.

Direct farmer-to-consumer sales of farm-fresh, source-verified, natural and/or organic commodities are a means of increasing profitability for farmers and surrounding communities. The “buy local/buy fresh” trend is the fastest growing sector of the food industry and presents an opportunity for farmers to price their products based upon quality. Congress should enact legislation to encourage new-generation food distribution systems. Value-added endeavors should lead the way to ensure that more of the food dollar goes back to those who work the land and the communities in which they live.
Inadequate market competition is one of the most severe problems farmers face in the agriculture industry. As evidenced by the sharp decline in the number of family farms in the past decade and the increasing trend toward horizontal and vertical concentration in the agriculture and food sector, independent producers cannot succeed in the absence of protection from unfair, anti-competitive practices. 

Mandatory Country-of-Origin Labeling (COOL) should be implemented as called for in the 2002 Farm Bill; a ban on packer ownership of livestock and enforcement of existing antitrust laws are needed.

The new farm bill should invest in rural small business, entrepreneurship and micro-enterprise development. Most new jobs in rural towns are created by small businesses. Locally owned small businesses keep profits at home and control of the rural economy in the hands of people with a stake in their communities' future.

As you draft and negotiate the provisions of the 2007 Farm Bill, please work to strengthen rural communities, small businesses and family farms.

Sincerely,

