Governor Ted Strickland

Governor’s Office

Riffe Center, 30th Floor

77 South High Street

Columbus, OH 43215-6108

Dear Governor,

Families in Ohio are fighting to save their communities and their environment from uncontrolled corporate mega farms. We are asking for a moratorium on any CAFO permits until the flaws in the current permitting system can be examined. 
Governor Strickland, it is time to recognize that there should be a cap on how many animals can be concentrated in one rural area.
An Iowa based company, using the name of Hi-Q Egg Products, has filed a permit application for an egg breaking facility in Union County. This mega farm would house 6 million chickens. The pullet farm needed to supply this facility would have an additional 1.2 - 2 million birds. If permitted, the egg breaking facility alone would be the largest, single site egg farm in the nation. This area is already permitted for 3.3 million chickens. Families already live with the stresses that these industrial sized farms bring to rural Ohio. We can’t even imagine what 8 million more birds would mean to these families’ health and their quality of life. 11 million birds would be located within a 3 mile area.
The current laws that govern the permitting of mega sized farms do not take into consideration how many of these farms are already located in the community. The Ohio Department of Agriculture has no authority to limit the concentration levels in any one area. All local control of these facilities has been taken away from the people who will be affected each day by these corporate farms.
We feel that when these rules were adopted, the purpose was to protect family owned farms. We believe that corporate interests are now taking advantage of these very laws. The situation in Union County has revealed flaws in the Ohio Department of Agriculture regulations. Please issue a moratorium on new permits until this problem can be examined more thoroughly. Please help us save our communities.
Thank you for your consideration,
